In the Era of the Urja Pradesh
Uttaranchal is one of the newer states in India. Constituted on November 9, 2000, it has a total area of 53,484 km2 out of which 34,434 km2 is forest land. The total population according to the 2001 census is 84,79,562 of which 41,63,161 are women.

Dams in Uttaranchal: 
12 hydro-power projects are in operation in Uttarachal – Maneri Bhali-1, Dhakrani-1, Khara,  Khodri, Chilla, Ramganga, Khullal-4, Dhalipur-1, Patheri, Khatima, Chhibro-2,Takanpur.

7 Projects are under construction - Kattapather, Tehri-1,Tehri pump storage, Maneri Bhali-2, Dhauliganga-1, Koteshwar, Vishnu Prayag.

8 projects are in the later phase – Bharon Ghati-1, Bharoon Ghati-2, Lakhwar Vayas, Shrinagar, Tiyuni Palasu, Aarakot Tiyuni, Gauri Ganga.

Environmental public hearing has been conducted by State Pollution Control Board on 3 projects namely Loharinag Pala, Pala Maneri and Tapovan-Visnugad.(Though these were rejected by the affected people).

73 projects are going through the different phases of survey and inspection. All these projects are being made on the rivers Yamuna, Alaknanda, Bhilangna, Bhagirathi, Sarda, Pindar, JaghGanga, RishiGanga, Mandakini, RishiGanga.

Status of Projects where EIA Public Hearing has been done
The EIA procedure was made to ensure peoples participation in the project. In the case of  Tapovan Vishnugad HEP on Dhauli Ganga River, Loharinag-Pala HEP & Pala Maneri HEP on Bhagirathi, these rules were totally neglected. These Projects were inaugurated first before Lok Sabha elections 2004 and environmental public hearing was called months later and even in that meeting just a formality was done neglecting the legal rights of the people. In three projects no one knew that there was any document called (EIA) Environment impact assessment report, which are subjected to public hearing. And neither the documents related to these were provided to the people. When they came to know about this from Matu People’s Organisation they demanded the papers in Hindi from the Government. The people demanded: 


1. Environment Impact Assessment Report, Environment Management Plan and all other documents in complete, should be provided in Hindi at village level.

2. Villages should be informed a month before.

3. A process should start for affected villagers to be explained about the documents in simple Hindi.

4. Next Public Hearing should be held at least after a month when this whole process is completed.

(1) Loharinag-Pala and  (2) Tapovan-Visnugad HEP got Environment clearance by MOEF on 8-2-2005.

(3) Pala Maneri HEP is recommended by Expert Committee on River Valley Hydro Projects in its last meeting held three weeks ago.
1) Project Name: Loharinag-Pala Hydroelectric Project (4x150 MW) 

River: Bhagirathi 

Agency:  National Thermal Power Corporation  (NTPC)

Environmental Public Hearing: 30-07-2004 

Environmental Clearance granted on 8.2.2005

On 30.07.2004, the Uttaranchal State Pollution Control Board conducted a public hearing on the Environment Impact Assessment of the proposed Loharinag – Pala HEP. The Public Hearing dated 30.07.2004 was conducted in total violation of the provisions of the EIA Notification of 1994. The notice of the public hearing was not properly given to the affected people, neither they were provided access to the relevant documents, like Environment Impact Assessment Report  and Environment Management Plan.

Gram Panchayat and people of the affected villages of the Project area submitted a letter on 3.9.2004 to the Chairman of the Public Hearing of Pala Maneri Hydroelectric Power Project
When Pollution Control Board didn’t do anything on this, then on 15th October 2004 there was a legal notice serve to the Uttaranchal State Pollution Control Board concerning both projects. On 27th, Board replied that everything was according to law. In the answer to the USPCB we put forward the suggestions given by the committee of Central Environmental Ministry. The Loharinag-Pala and Pala-Maneri hydropower Projects’ environment impact assessment report given by them had serious faults and lacking. That was also sent to Board.

No reply was received from USPCB. We informed MOEF about the whole legal process Bypassing all these objections Environment Clearances was given to the project on 8-2-2005.
Matu Peoples’ Organisation and two headmen of affected villages named Tihar and Bhatwari challenged the Environmental Clearance in National Appellate Authority on 1-4-2005 on behalf of the affected people.

2) Project Name: Tapovan Vishnugad Hydroelectric Project (4x130 MW) 
River: Dhouli Ganga 

Agency: National Thermal Power Corporation  (NTPC)
Environmental Public Hearing: 13-08-2004

Environmental Clearance granted on 8.2.2005

 

On 13-8-04 the Uttaranchal State Pollution Control Board conducted a public hearing on the Environment Impact Assessment of the proposed Tapovan Vishnugad HEP. People wrote a letter to USPCB and MOEF on 16-9-2004 with their demands. Joshimath Bachao Sangharsh Samiti and Matu Peoples’ Organisation challenged the Env. Clearance in National Environment Appellate authority on 1-4-2005 on behalf of affected people. The case was dismissed on the same ground as given in Loharinag-Pala HEP case. Joshimath Bachao Sangharsh Samiti and Matu Peoples’ Organisation issued a Legal Notice to NTPC for non-compliance of environment clearance. 



3) Project Name: Pala-Maneri Hydroelectric Project (At the time of public hearing it was 416 MW and now it is 480 MW) 

River: Bhagirathi

Agency: Uttaranchal Jal Vidyut Nigam Ltd. (UJVN)

Environmental Public Hearing: 3-09-2004

The environmental public hearing for the project was held at Bhatwari Tehsil on 3rd September 2004. People boycotted the public hearing of Pala-Maneri HEP, which was organised by Uttaranchal State Pollution Control Board, as they were not aware, of the process of hearing and papers related to this. In the Environmental Public hearing the project capacity was shown as 416MW.

Affected villagers and peoples’ organisation wrote a letter to USPCB and MOEF, demanding a fresh public hearing after following the full process. 

When Pollution Board didn’t do anything on this, then on 15th October 2004 there was a legal notice served to the Uttaranchal State Pollution Control Board concerning both projects. On 27th Board replied that everything was according to law. Committee also suggested site visit.  In the reply to the Board we put forward the suggestions given by the committee of Central Environmental Ministry. 
No reply received from USPCB. We informed MOEF about the whole legal process. 

A three-member team of the Expert Committee visited the project site on Aug 14th. A delegation of local villagers met the team at the proposed Pala-Maneri dam site on 14-8-05 at 4.30 P.M. We raised questions about the impacts of the project and asked documents. During these discussions question was also raised of difference of 64 MW in the project capacity. It becomes 480 MW and not 416 MW as was known to all the villagers and affected people during the Public Hearing. When asked about this change, the team was unable or did not want to give us an answer. 

Matu Peoples’ Organisation asked detailed information from MoEF by sending series of letters (3-9-04, 11-9-04, 22-12-04, 15-1-05, 22-6-05, 29-7-05, 14-8-05) but no information and no other document were given. 

On 3-10-2005 a Legal Notice served to the MOEF regarding not to grant clearance to this project till the fresh EIA has been done about the additional wattage of the Hydroelectric project and fresh public hearing conducted. 

Reply is still awaited
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